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Draft Minutes 
 
 
Hilton Vancouver 
301 W. 6th Ave 
Vancouver, WA 98660 
Heritage Meeting Room 
 
 
November 17, 2006 20 

21  
Members Present:  Chairman Mike Cooper, Brett Bishop, Jim Davis, Mike Doherty, 
Stuart Downer, Kathy Fletcher, Gerald Joyce, Michael Moore, Lee Roussel, John 
Schumacher, Jeff Shaw, Gregory Whittaker, Phil Winberry. 

22 
23 
24 
25  

Members Absent:  Phil Bannan, Chad Bowechop, Maura Brueger, Harlan James, Nick 
Jones, Kevin Ranker. 

26 
27 
28  

Staff Present:  Jacqui Brown Miller, Dorine Coleman 29 
30 
31 
32 
33 

 
Chairman Cooper called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m., and provided opening 

remarks. 
  
Council Restructuring 34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 

 
 Chairman Cooper provided the Council with suggestions on new committee 
assignments, and reminded the Council that the new committees are comprised of 
Council members only.  Non-council members may serve on any technical advisory 
committees created by the subcommittees. 
 
 The new committee rosters are as follows: 
 

43 
44 
45 
46 

Executive Committee: 
Mike Moore 
Stuart Downer 
Kathy Fletcher 
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1 
2 
3 
4 

Kevin Ranker 
Maura Brueger 
Mike Cooper, Chair 
 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

Prevention Committee: 
Jeff Shaw  
Mike Doherty 
Chad Bowechop 
Phil Bannan 
Jim Davis 
Kathy Fletcher 
Stuart Downer (Chair) 
 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

Preparedness & Response Committee: 
John Schumacher 
Brett Bishop 
Maura Brueger 
Harlan James 
Gregory Whittaker 
Mike Moore (Chair) 
 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

Restoration, Remediation & Recovery Committee: 
Phil Winberry 
Nick Jones 
Lee Roussel 
Jerry Joyce 
Kevin Ranker (Chair) 
 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

Outreach & Education Committee: 
Jerry Joyce 
Gregory Whittaker 
Kathy Fletcher (Chair) 
 

There was consensus by the Council to adopt the proposed committee 
assignments. 
 

Chairman Cooper briefed the Council on the need to appoint a Vice-Chair to be 
available to oversee Council meetings in the Chair’s absence, and recommended that the 
Council consider the appointment of Council Member Maura Brueger as Vice- Chair.  

 
There was discussion by the Council.  There was consensus by the Council to 

appoint Council Member Maura Brueger as Council Vice-Chair, provided she retains the 
right to vote as a Council Member. 

 

 2



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
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7 
8 
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10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

Chairman Cooper recommended that the Council charge the Executive 
Committee with handling personnel evaluations, assigning committee work, and 
providing recommendations for employee reclassifications. 

 
There was consensus by the Council. 

 
 The Council reviewed its budget and addressed the issue of hiring a part-time 
employee to assist staff during the Legislative session.  There was consensus by the 
Council to divide the legislative work between the two current staff and hire a part-time 
employee to back-fill with administrative duties. 
 
 The Council discussed its meeting schedule for calendar year 2007.  The Council 
tentatively selected January 18, 2006 as its next meeting date in Olympia, Washington.  
The Council will meet quarterly in the months of January, April, July and October.   
 

There was consensus by the Council to set meeting dates at each of the future 
meetings.  
 
Washington State Sea Grant 19 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

 
 Pete Granger and Eric Olssen of the Washington State Sea Grant Program briefed 
the Council on the operations of the Sea Grant program, and responded to questions from 
the Council. 
 
 Brett Bishop recommended that the Washington Sea Grant be allowed to continue 
their work. 
 
Department of Ecology 28 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

 
 Dale Jensen and Jon Neel (Neel), Washington State Department of Ecology 
(DOE), delivered a report to the Council and responded to questions.  Neel updated the 
Council on DOE’s new contract with Crowley for tug services in Neah Bay, Washington.  
Foss Maritime will provide a tug until December 31, 2006.  On January 1, 2007 a 
Crowley Gladiator tug will be on station until the appropriation for its services runs out.   
 
Tug Discussion  36 

37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

 
 The Council briefly discussed its tug recommendation in the final report to the 
Governor, Legislature and Department of Ecology. 
  
 Stuart Downer stated that the Prevention Committee will continue its discussion, 
and will consider a reevaluation of its recommendation to the Council. 
 
 Phil Winberry stated that the Prevention Committee is headed in the right 
direction by leaning toward the recommendation of a state-owned rescue tug.   
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Policy and Revenue Stream Prioritization 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

 
 The Council prioritized the policy and revenue stream recommendations within its 
final report as follows: 
 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

Policy 
1. Rescue Tug 
2. Council Budget 
3. Derelict Vessel- Backlog 
4. Derelict Vessel- Ongoing 
5. Contingency Tug Fund 
6. Department of Ecology FTE’s 
 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

Revenue 
1. Transfer Fee 
2. Export Credit 
3. OSRA Cap 

 
The Council affirmed consensus reached at its emergency telephone conference 

call on November 8, 2006. 
 
Public Comment 22 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

 
Dave Sawicki (Sawicki), BP, expressed concern about the Council’s tug 

recommendation, and cautioned the Council to ensure that the total cost for the tug is 
evaluated.  Sawicki expressed his support for additional Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) 
for DOE, and expressed concern about this recommendation being the last of the 
Council’s priorities. 
 

Kevin Parrington, United States Coast Guard, expressed concern regarding the 
Sea Grant Program, and asked the Council to continue in its quest for accurate 
information. 
 
  
 Chairman Cooper adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m. 
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